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Incident insight- preventing the big ones 
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Casey at the pool By Capt Vincent C. Hughes Jr. TAC Office of Safety
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their training should have béen screaming atthemto
crew had bumped along Inturbulent clouds for almost ff CHECK FUEL!
three hours. As rime ice built up on the prop hubs The scoident board immediately recommended
and wings, they checked carburetor heat, it was { thal the beld face emergency progedures be changed
working, The freezing level was reported two Y la require crews to switch to the fullest tank when an
thousind feet below them, but the outside air tem- |\ engine guits. This would help only if the crew is not
perature was holding right at freszing. too deeply submierged In afixetion with other matters.

They had just reported station passage and re-

The only change from compistaly normal routine
ved lntest weather from the ground statlon, when

en this flight hud been the weathsr, This crew’s
\ - 2 left vgpine sputtered and gave up. Both pilots \Y attention had been channeled by thelr environmant,
went for the parburetor heat, but it was on. It must

Icing was their primary concern, They had been
have iced up anyhow. It looked as ifall they could do |V thinking about and taking action to prevent icing-
was feather the engine, declere an emergency and Y induced engine failure. When the first engine DID
turn back to the town they just passed. fail, their fixation was complets...thesecond engine

The wenther was certainly not improving. As § [eilure was almost antiolimatio.
they completed the turn and prepared for the single- Unlike blue fingernails that alért you to a luck of
enginge descent, the right engine coughed and stopped. § oxygen, there are no tried aed true, pat answers for
They bailed out as the aircraft descended thru 3500 J alerting you to o fixated attention.

feet, / Perhaps the answer 18 mowledge and experience.
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The oréew met with the accident board the next JWhen you have coped with a particularly wnpleasant
day. Their description of the flight thru freezing Tjor hazardous phase of flying encugh times, you can
clouds sent one board member to get ecomplete run f; better evaluate it...place it In Its proper perspec-
down on the weather while the sthers went to examine §f, tive, There are only s0 many actions you can take to
the wrackage, / protect or insulate yourself from the hiazard, When

When they arrived al the scene they found that /}rﬂ!u have talen these actlons your experience tells
the aireraft had made an amazingly good, uncontrolled Fj you what the probability Is. You then relégule this
wheels-up landing, They found both outboard wing / immediate concern to its proper pricrity among your
fuel tanks full, both inhoard tanks intmct and empiy ] flying chores and CONTINUE TO FLY THE AIR-
and both fusl pelectors set on inboard tanks. The § CRAFT.
engines, despite weather and feing, had quit from The one positive action we oan take to fight
[ual starvation. channelized sttention, or fixation, i8 to recoimize (),
‘ What caused this crew to become so0 totally en- Jdiscuns it, he ready for it. Question your thoroughness
ossed In the weather sitoation that their normal §when you are in o tight...is there something T've

aney procedures went blank? Ever left out?y
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Sideslip High, wide and lonesome 
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Letters to the editor
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SEG News Know your stdn evaluators
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Better mousetrap department 
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Ol' Sarge 
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Pilot of Distinction

Crew Chief of the Month
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